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*********************************************

President’s Message by Tom Lasater

*********************************************


I would first like to acknowledge the participation of the other members of the Board of Directors, namely, Pat Leigh, Kelli Rotstan, Mary Kiesau, Larry Halford, Bruce Firestone, John Kirner, Kris McMullen, and Leonard Yerkes.  My job is made much easier by their input and advice.  Thank you all.


In 1996 the Board of Directors established a policy that restricts the use of non-licensed motorized vehicles on Edelweiss roadways.  This restriction has been in effect since it was originally approved, but was not easily accessible to new owners.  The current Board recently reviewed this policy and has posted it on the EMC web site with a minor revision, which allows non-licensed vehicles to be used only for maintenance purposes by EMC management.  Please review the complete policy on the web site or contact EMC management if you do not have access to the internet and would like a copy.  The policy states that non-licensed motorized vehicles including ATVs and snowmobiles, are not allowed on Edelweiss roadways.  The policy was established to maintain a peaceful environment and to minimize wear and tear on the roadways.  Thank you for your cooperation in adhering to this policy for the benefit of all the community.


The recycling trial period has ended; the bins were well used and pick-up was needed weekly during the busy summer months.  However, there was not a significant reduction in the cost of  normal garbage collection, which we had hoped would have offset the cost of the recycling.  Wishing to test the program further, the Board has approved a motion to continue the recycling program temporarily - the cost to be paid from the EMC budget.  At next year’s annual meeting the membership will be asked to vote for continuing the program on a permanent basis and to pay for the service through a small addition to the yearly garbage fees.

The separation of full-time and part-time garbage will be discontinued, and soon a lock will be installed on the ‘part-time’ side of the garbage area, set to the same combination as the ‘full time’ side.  (We’ll send you the combination).   EMC is charged only for bins that are emptied each week.   There is no charge for bins which are empty.  It is our hope that we may be able to save some money by consolidating the garbage and having fewer partially full bins.   Please remember that the garbage bins are only to be used for normal household materials not large items such as furniture or construction waste.

The Methow Valley Preparedness Committee has distributed a booklet outlining steps that can be taken to make your neighborhood more prepared to deal with a disaster. It encourages everyone to get to know your neighbors around you, to
develop a plan to help each other, and  to   prepare your household 
and/or  neighborhood  in the  event of an emergency.  To receive a 
copy of the booklet, you may contact Kristi Laguzza-Boosman at 509-997-4840 or kristi@mvcommunitypreparedness.org.
***************************************************** 

Trail Blazers Update by Jan and Will Fohrell
*****************************************************
Since the summer newsletter, we have started and are close to completing the Mustard Mountain Trail. We have had nine volunteers working to make this trail a reality. Soon we will get the trail map and pictures for the website and then Mike Shirley will continue to do a great job in keeping the website current. Make sure to check the website out for all of our other trails.


As you walk our community trails, remember the trails are owned by all of us. If you see something that needs to be maintained, step up and take care of it.


The Mustard Mountain Trail will be the final activity for this year. Thanks to all for a great season.
*****************************************************

General Manager’s Message by Dick Volckmann  

*****************************************************

The long, hot summer wasn’t that long and it wasn’t that hot.  As Goldilocks would have said, “It was just right”.  But unlike Goldilocks, we had more than three bears to deal with.  We had a bunch of them. (Did you know that a bunch of bears is called a ‘sloth’ or ‘sleuth’ of bears?)  To date, the State Wildlife Officer has trapped and relocated 5 bears from Edelweiss,  and he suspects there are at least 3 more lurking about.  The reasons for the large bear population are numerous, the most important being the availability of human food and human-provided food. Although we continue to stress the importance of denying the bears access to human food, there continue to be instances of garbage cans left unprotected, bird feeders within easy reach, food left in automobiles, etc.  These all contribute to convincing the bruins that Edelweiss is a great place to hang out.  In addition, summer was late in coming and was cooler than usual which contributed to a lower than normal berry crop in the mountains, forcing the bears to look to easier pickin’s. 

To discourage bears from getting into your garbage, especially if you have no secure inside storage, consider the use of ‘bear-proof’ garbage cans.  If you are interested in purchasing a bear-proof can, please send an email to Pat Leigh at patricialeigh1@mac.com.  A committee is researching options for a group purchase and will let you know the most affordable solution they can find.


We are fortunate to live in an area with wild animals as neighbors – bears, coyotes, deer, etc. – but it is incumbent on each of us to act in a way that does not encourage these critters to depend on us for their food.  We don’t want ‘fed bears’ to become ‘dead bears’.

We have had no instances of bears becoming aggressive here in Edelweiss, however; if you feel that there is a ‘problem’ bear in your neighborhood, please do not call Edelweiss Management, but rather call Cal Tresser, of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife at 509-322-4356.  

And now some information about the changes in our billing procedure for the coming year:

We have found that sending out invoices by email is not an effective way to reach all of our membership. Therefore, at the beginning of January we will send out all invoices U.S. mail.  And in order to keep our mailing costs to a minimum, in addition to association dues, homeowners will be invoiced for water and garbage for the year,  along with a portion of the snowplowing fees for the 2010/2011 winter season.  The balance of the snowplowing fees will be billed in May of 2011, again by U.S. mail.


Realizing that it may be a burden for some association members to pay the entire bill at the time of receipt, the Board of Directors has authorized a plan that allows the fees to be paid as follows:


1- Association dues and the initial snowplowing 
payment will be due and payable upon 
receipt of the 
invoice. This is necessary so that normal 
operations and plowing of the roads can continue 
through the winter months.

2- Payment for the water and garbage collection may be 
delayed until March 31, 2011. Payments received after 
March 31st will be assessed a 
late fee of $25.00 plus 
interest accrued from the due date.  


We will be happy to answer any questions you might have about this new procedure.   

The upgrade of the booster pump water line and concurrent installation of the new distribution line along Ayers Court and Mustard Mountain Road is nearly complete.  The remainder of the work involves regrading of the roads and removal of a large amount of fill dirt.  Much of the extra fill will be spread on East Fawn Creek Road and graded.  This should result in a much more ‘user friendly’ road for those wishing to exit Edelweiss via the ‘back door’.  The recent snowfalls and cold weather have made it necessary to delay total road restoration until next spring; however, the roads are passable and will be able to be snowplowed.

Thank you all for your participation in providing the funds from the assessment.  Because of the availability of the funds, we were able to begin the project on schedule, with the anticipation of finishing the work well before winter sets in for good.


The excavation for the new lines has not been without its surprises.  For instance, some water pipes shown on as-built maps did not exist.  Some pipes we did not expect to find were found unexpectedly (and wetly!).  Moreover, working around buried electrical and telephone lines has been an extreme challenge.  But it will all be worth the aggravation as the upgrade of our water system will guarantee the continuous supply of water from our booster pumps to the reservoir for well into the future.  It will also provide Edelweiss with a redundant 4” distribution line, so that if one section of the system needs to be closed down for repair, it will not affect the community as a whole.


The cattle problem was held to a minimum this summer.  The US Forest Service provided us with the materials to extend,  repair  and replace  over 1,000 feet of  fence.   Some cattle 

got out and roamed around Edelweiss early in the summer for  about a week.  The problem was solved when we found a spot where a dead tree had fallen across the fence, allowing the cows to step easily out of Forest Service land.  Since that section was repaired, we have had few cattle issues.

The application of lignin to Homestead and Highland Roads has had an even better result this year than in 2009  in terms of keeping down the dust – for perhaps two reasons.  First, we held off applying the material until after the spring rains, which kept it from washing  away.  Second, there was apparently a residual amount of lignin left in the road surface as a holdover from the application in 2009.  This acted as an additional binder for the road surface.  If this logic prevails, we should have an even better result next year. 

The ‘Lucky Five’ logging operation, which began in early summer above Mustard Mountain Road, came to a sudden stop in late June due to an investigation by the Forest Service into irregularities related to the logging operation.  

The US Forest Service determines which trees should be cut in any one logging permit area.  A blue band is marked on the trunk of each tree and also a blue spot is sprayed on what will become the stump of the tree after cutting.  It seems the logging contractor was alleged to have made his own marks on trees, which the Forest Service had not marked.  As it turns out, the Forest Service has a chemical identifier in its blue paint, a fact of which the contractor was apparently unaware, and some of the stumps were found to have been sprayed with paint lacking that identifier.  Since then, the contractor has pulled out his equipment.  We have not heard how the investigation into the incident is proceeding.  Oh, the  intrigue!

The Architectural Review Committee has reviewed and approved four home building projects so far this year.  In addition, we have approved the construction of one shed and one carport and one garage.  However, two other sheds were under construction before the ARC was aware of their existence. I would like to remind everyone that ALL construction projects must receive ARC approval and the appropriate fees must be paid  before the beginning of construction.  

Water samples were submitted this year to test for just about every contaminant imaginable, as required by the Washington State Department of Health.  All samples tested well within the allowable limits for all contaminants.  You can be confident in the knowledge that not only does our water taste terrific; it is good to know that it is really safe to drink. 

So, as the chill in the air begins to bring fall weather to a close, and the aspens have given up their gold cloak in exchange for the first snowfall of the season, we are looking  forward to a winter of skiing, snowshoeing, and evenings by the fire with a cup of good cheer.  And we continue to feel fortunate that we live in such a unique and remarkable place such as Edelweiss.

As your management team, Craig and I thank you for your encouragement and assistance in the past year and we look forward to serving the needs of the Edelweiss community in the year 2011.  And, as always, we welcome your questions or comments.

Dick Volckmann
509-996-9897
emcdvol@gmail.com 
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